“Coming to America”
New Kids on the Block: Oral Histories of Immigrant Teens
by Janet Bode

1. What is your reaction to this piece? Did you like it, dislike it? Why? What specifically
did you like and/or dislike about it? What did you find especially interesting?

2. How does this piece shape (add to, change, reaffirm, etc) your perceptions of America,
its culture, people, values and/or beliefs?

* How did each narrative portray America and its culture, etc.?

* How do those portrayals fit with your existing beliefs about America and its
culture, etc.?



3. How does this piece shape (add to, change, reaffirm, etc.) your perceptions of other
countries, their culture, people, values and/or beliefs?

* How did each narrative portray the home countries and their cultures, etc.?

* How do those portrayals fit with your existing beliefs about other countries and
their cultures, etc.?

4. How does this piece show other countries’ perceptions of America, its people, culture,
values, and beliefs? Also, what are your thoughts/reactions to their perceptions?

* How does each narrative portray the perceptions of the speakers about America
and its culture?

* What did those portrayals make you think or feel? Why?

5. How does this piece shape (add to, change, reaffirm, etc) your perceptions of
immigrants that come to America?

e What are/were your opinions of immigrants that come to America?

* What was said in these narratives that shape your beliefs on immigrants? Why?



